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Biographies

Vincent Gallo 

Voice of Roger

Vincent Gallo starred in a number of acclaimed independent films such as Arizona Dream (1993), Palookaville (1995), Nenette et Boni (1996), The Funeral (1996), Truth or Consequences, N.M. (1997) making him an independent cult film icon. His directorial debut Buffalo ’66 in 1998, which he also wrote the script and music for and starred in, was nominated for Best First Feature at the Independent Spirit Awards. He also wrote, produced, directed, and starred in the controversial The Brown Bunny in 2003. Vincent Gallo plays the lead role in Francis Ford Coppla’s latest film Tetro, which premiered at Cannes Film Festival 2009.

Juliette Lewis 

Voice of Nina

Juliette Lewis has appeared in over 40 films. Lewis first garnered international attention and acclaim in 1991 with her role in Martin Scorsese’s remake of Cape Fear, for which she was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress in 1992. Over the next few years, she won further critical support in Peter Medak’s Romeo Is Bleeding, opposite Brad Pitt in Kalifornia, and in perhaps her best known role as Mallory Knox in Natural Born Killers. 

In 1995, her role in Strange Days had her singing PJ Harvey’s “Hardly Wait”, anticipating her later work as a singer with her band The Licks. They split in 2009 and she has formed a new band called The New Romantiques. She received an Emmy nomination for her performance in Hysterical Blindness in 2003. Most recently she can be seen in the comedies Grilled and Catch and Release.

Alexander Skarsgård

Voice of Stefan

Alexander Skarsgård made his film debut in Allan Edwall’s award-winning drama Åke och hans värld in 1983, and has appeared in several Swedish productions since. He attended Marymount Theatre School in New York City, and was nominated for a Guldbagge in 2003 for Hundtricket – The movie. 

He has also made an international career, starting with Zoolander in 2001, and got his big international break in 2005 with his performances in Revelations and The Last Drop. In 2007 he played one of the main characters in the American miniseries Generation Kill. He is also part of the ensemble cast of HBO’s True Blood, a TV series from Six Feet Under creator, Alan Ball.

Stellan Skarsgård 

Voice of Ralph

Stellan Skarsgård became a star in his teens with the TV-series Bombi Bitt och jag (1968). Between the years 1972-88, he was employed at The Royal Dramatic Theatre in Stockholm. His performance in Den Enfaldige mördaren (1982) by Hans Alfredson gave him both a well-earned Guldbagge and Silver Berlin Bear. His international breakthrough came with Lars von Trier’s Breaking the Waves (1996). After that Skarsgård got several major supporting roles in American films, Gus Van Sant’s Good Will Hunting (1997) and Steven Spielberg’s  Amistad (1997).

Today his resume includes films such as  Dogville (2003), Goya’s Ghosts (2006), Pirates of the Caribbean 2: Dead Mans Chest (2006), Pirates of the Caribbean 3: At World’s End (2007), Mama Mia! (2008), Angels and Demons (2009) and HBO’s hit TV-series Entourage.

Udo Kier

Voice of Ivan Bahn

Udo Kier has shown special talent for playing bad guys in the countless film roles of his career, portraying both Jack the Ripper (1980) and Hitler (1989). He has starred in a number of vampire movies such as Blood for Dracula (1974), Blade (1989) and Shadow of the Vampire (2000). Kier can be seen in all but one of Lars von Trier’s movies since 1987’s Epidemic, as well as working with the director Rainer Werner Fassbinder in Berlin Alexanderplatz.

He has starred in American independents like My Own Private Idaho (1991) and Even Cowgirls get the Blues (1993), as well as mainstream film appearances in Johnny Mnemonic (1995), Barb Wire (1996), and Armageddon (1998). He can be seen most recently in Lulu und Jimi (2009) and Far Cry (2008).

Tarik Saleh

Director/Script writer

Tarik Saleh has, together with Erik Gandini, directed several award-winning documentaries including GITMO – New Rules of War (2005), best documentary at the Seattle Film Festival and Special Grand Jury Mention at Miami Film Festival, and Sacrificio – Who betrayed Che Guevara? (2001), first prize in International Film Festivals in Cuba, Portugal, Brazil and raising debate all over Europe and Latin America. 

He is one of the original founders of Atmo, and formed Atmo Animation which has gone on to write and produce over 30 short animation films. His artistic talent came form his earlier carrier as a Graffiti Artist being part of the internationally acclaimed All In One crew. His murals can still be spotted in suburbs west of Stockholm. He has gone on to write and produce two television drama series for television (A Different Class and Dream Team), started the legendary Swedish magazine ATLAS and served as art director for the Egyptian documentary magazine ALIVE.

Stig Larsson

Scriptwriter

Since his 1979 cult debut The Autists, Stig Larsson has established himself as one of Sweden’s most well-known and influential authors. His instinct for psychological and emotional violence has been compared to Strindberg and Ingmar Bergman. He has published over twenty books including novels, short stories, and poetry collections. He has written and directed internationally successful plays for the stage such as C.E.O. and Sisters And Brothers. In 1989, he wrote and directed his feature film debut Angel, followed by The Rabbit Man in 1990. He has directed TV movies such as Under Ice (1991) and Nigger (1991), and written screenplays for films such as Kristian Petris’ acclaimed The Summer (1995).

Fredrik Edin

Scriptwriter

Fredrik Edin is one of the people behind the original idea for Metropia. He’s a journalist and holds degrees in psychology, marketing and philosophy. He worked with Tarik Saleh on the underground magazine ATLAS. He has written for magazines such as Vice, Adbuster and the Swedish feminist magazine Darling. He contributed to TV-shows such as the award-winning Rallarsving, Lilla Al-Fadji & Co, and Fläsk. He has translated the the French philosopher Gilles Dauve, and is currently working on the novel Brytarpulver. 

Kristina Åberg

Producer

Kristina Åberg is one of the founders and the CEO of the Stockholm-based production company Atmo. Besides Metropia, Kristina Åberg has produced several TV-series and documentaries – including GITMO by Erik Gandini and Tarik Saleh, and The Voice by Johan Söderberg. Kristina is also the executive producer for Gandini’s latest documentary, Videocracy.

Before founding Atmo, Kristina Åberg worked as a producer for several SVT productions, and as a reporter at the foreign affairs desks of national news programs. She had been on assignment in Middle East, South Africa  and Bosnia. She holds degrees in journalism, political science and business management. 

Kristina Åberg is a member of the board for the Swedish Film and TV producers association.

Krister Linder 

Film score

Krister Linder is a Swedish composer known for his musical shape-shifting and for having an extensive catalogue of releases under various pseudonyms.  After a career in the Swedish electronic underground music scene, Linder is now recognized as one of the leading names in contemporary music.

He won first prize in the category Music For TV at the 2006 European Soundtrack Awards for his music in GITMO – New Rules of War (directors: Tarik Saleh and Erik Gandini). He was awarded in the category Best Music at the 2008 Stockholm International Film Festival for his score in Johan Renck’s feature film Downloading Nancy.  Linder has been responsible for the music in commercials for brands like H&M, Peugeot, Fendi etc.

Martin Hultman

Art Director

Martin Hultman is one of the people behind the original idea for Metropia and has developed the uniqe style of the film. He is educated at SOC School of Communications and SVA School of Visual Arts in New York. He has a background as a graffiti artist and a successful career as one of Sweden’s top graphic designers. In 1999, as the art director, he co-founded the award winning ATLAS magazine with Tarik Saleh and Fredrik Edin. 

He works as freelance art director and has been working with Atmo sine 2000. He has since created a series of short animated films for television as well as making a name producing graphic design.

Isak Gjertsen 

Lead Animator

Isak Gjertsen joined Atmo in the fall of 2003 while finishing a Bachelor of Animation at Volda University College. He developed the animation style and technique used in Metropia. He worked on Peter and the Wolf by Susie Templeton (Academy Award in 2008 for best Short Film (Animated)), Slaves by David Aronowitsch and Hanna Heilborn (First Prize in the Silver Cub Competition at IDFA 2008), and Deconstruction Workers by Kajsa Næss (Grand Prix Award, Norwegian Short Film Festival 2008). 2007, he came back to Atmo for the production of Metropia.

Christian Ryltenius

Animation Director

Christian started his career in animation at Swedish studio Pennfilm where he worked on Voyage to Melonia (1989). He studied classical animation at Sheridan College in Canada 1989-1991. As an animator, he has worked on productions such as ABC, Alfie Atkins and Dog Days, before going on to direct children’s classics Nasse (2004) and co-directing Karlsson on the Roof (2002).

He moved to Germany in 1995 and worked with directors such as Hayo Freitag on Captain Bluebear and Enzo D’Alo on Momo. He was hired by Warner Brothers to work on Space Jam and the Quest for Camelot, and spent many years working in Asia as Overseas Supervisor before setting up SluggerFilm in Sweden 2005. Slugger-Film has produced films as the Fourth King, and recently Molly Monster, a TV-series, which will air on SVT in fall 2009.

Sofia Helin

Voice of Anna

Sofia Helin (born 1972) is recognized as one of the most talented of the new generation of Swedish actors, and has proven herself to be equally accomplished on stage and screen. Her film career began in 2002 with Beck: Sista vittnet, and it took off after her performance in Four Shades of Brown directed by Tomas Alfredson. She was nominated for the highest film award in Sweden, Guldbaggen, in 2005 for her critically acclaimed performance in Dalecarlians directed by Maria Blom. In 2007, she starred in Nina Frisk also directed by Blom. 

In 2008 she performed in the play “The Maids” by Jean Genet at the Royal Dramatic Theatre in Stockholm. Sofia recently played the female lead in the Swedish epic Arn--The Knight Templar (2007), which has become one of Sweden’s biggest box-office successes in years.

Jon Wigfield 

Line producer

Born in 1969, Jon Wigfield has made a name for himself in the animation industry working amongst some of the most talented artists and directors in the business. After graduating from film school, he started his career at the world-renowned studio FilmFair Animation (producers of Paddington Bear and the Wombles) where he worked on the award-winning series The Legends of Treasure Island and the successful Brown Bear specials.

Work took him to the Philippines, Germany and Wales, but it was in Sweden where he found his second home, working at Happy Life as the producer on Three Friends and Jerry, The World of Tosh, and the feature film Captain Sabertooth. It was after seeing this work that Atmo asked him to join the team on Metropia.
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